
Public Policy/Legislation Update 6 December 2022 

From NYS Catholic Conference: 

In June, the NYS Legislature passed a bill to permit 
the accelerated composting of human remains in 
a process called “natural organic reduction.” The 
NYS Bishops oppose this bill because composting 
is a process used for household or agricultural 
waste, and does not provide the respect due to 
bodily remains. Please ask Governor Hochul to veto 
this bill by going to www.nyscatholic.org and “Take 
Action.” 

From AARP: 

New York’s Medicare Savings Program: As part of 
the fiscal 2023 budget, state lawmakers broadened 
who can qualify for this program. Starting January 
1,2023, New Yorkers 65 and over with incomes of 
up to 186% of the federal property level ($2,107 per 
month for an individual in 2022) will qualify for the 
program. For information, contact New York’s 
Health Insurance Information Counseling and 
Assistance Program (HIICAP) at 800-333-4114. 



From Catholic Charities USA: 

Urging Congress to establish 12-month Medicaid 
postpartum coverage and Medicaid and Children’s 
Health Insurance continuous coverage for children 
as required federal benefits. 

CCUSA has updated its advocacy manual entitled, 
“Faith, Action, Justice: A Manual for Legislative 
Advocacy.” On the CCUSA home page, click on 
“Advocacy,” scroll down to “Resources.” 

On November 13, the Catholic Church celebrated 
the sixth World Day of the Poor. Pope Frances 
asks us to encounter and serve those who are poor 
out of a spirit of love and solidarity. 

From USCCB/MRS/JFI: 

On November 16, a US District Court granted a 
Stay, temporarily keeping the Title 42 Public Health 
Order in place. It will remain in place during the 
period of the stay, “allowing the government to 
prepare for a transition and to continue to manage 
the border in a safe, orderly, and humane way.” 
(Quote from Department of Homeland Security) 

Department of Homeland Security extended TPS 
(Temporary Protected Status) and Employment 



Authorization for certain TPS beneficiaries under 
designations for El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Nepal, Haiti and Sudan. 

Welcome Circles for Ukrainian families: The goal 
is to provide them with the tools, connections, 
information, and financial support to become self-
sufficient and to settle into American communities. 

Urgent priorities for Congress before the session 
ends include robust funding for agencies and 
programs that serve immigrants, refugees, asylum 
seekers, unaccompanied migrant children, survivors 
of torture, and victims of human trafficking. 

Thank you for your advocacy. Marie Copeland, 
Chair 


